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The Editor,
The Daily Telegraph,
111 Buckingham Palace Road,
London. SW1W 0DT

Dear Sir,

HELFORD VILLAGE

I read with dismay your article on the dispute that is being stirred up by the
media over a proposal to construct a jetty at Helford, on The Lizard Peninsula.
Your paper, like most of the media, continues to erroneously refer to the recent
judicial review as a dispute between local fishermen and second home owners
who live far away from this part of Cornwall. This is NOT the case, as many
people who live in Helford village and the surrounding area, as well as many
visitors who do not have holiday homes in Cornwall, are against any scheme that
would spoil the attractiveness of this village, which is actually situated in an Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty and deserves the protection that that status
provides.

Your article in the Weekend section of last Saturday’s edition was mischievous
and seemingly biased towards a very small group of people, although the writer,
Jasper Gerard, admits at the end of his article that upon leaving Helford he
reflected on “how rarely has he fallen so instantly, insanely in love with a village!”
The writer only has to cross the Helford River to view the destruction caused by

Iocal industry to Porth Navas Quay to understand the fear of many that the same

could happen at Helford.

The proposed stone jetty would replace an existing floating pontoon. Surely, if
the safety of fishermen is really the reason for better landing facilities, the
fisherman could negotiate with the owner of this pontoon to land their catches




[image: image2.jpg]there. Another alternative would be to land catches at Falmouth, and even use
rail transport to deliver orders to London and elsewhere. But possibly the reason

for not considering these alternatives are that landing fees would have to be paid.

Jasper Gerard continues by saying that “it is depressing that development
suburbanises landscapes, leeching them of their charm”. It does make one
wonder whether there is a defensive mechanism in some people that would
destroy an attractive part of the countryside in an effort to be left alone.
Cornwall needs tourists, holidaymakers and second-home owners for its
economy. Without visitors, permanent residents would not benefit from really
good restaurants, wonderful gardens and activities that would otherwise locate

elsewhere.

Many claims have been made in support of the jetty; some quite fanciful. One of
the most ridiculous related to a claim that as milk was only delivered to one
address in Helford, there was only one permanent resident in the village! The
fact that this delivery was to the local Post Office, as shown on a BBC programme
in January, indicates that most people buy milk from the local village store or
nearby supermarket. Gone are the days when milk was delivered routinely to
homes across the land. Nowadays, the expense of milk delivery and the
likelihood that milk wouldnt be fit to drink if left standing on doorsteps for more
than an hour or two during summer months deters people from having milk

delivered.

It is to be deplored that this issue has raised so much controversy. Whilst
fishermen must be supported in their endeavours to make a living that cannot be
at a cost to other businesses and interests. The claim in Jasper Gerard’s article
that the local fishermen, local council and local MP have vowed to fight on is
beyond belief. Any appeal would ultimately be funded by the council tax payer,
and result in local services being reduced due to insufficient resources being
available. Surely now is the time to clear away the animosity and to discuss with
all interested parties what can and what should be done to hélp fishermen. Until
entrenched views and wounded pride have been swépt aside, the issue of a jetty
in Helford will never be resolved in a way that ensures that once again harmony

reigns over Helford and its wonderful river.

Yours faithfully,

Ted Venn

Acting Executive Secretary - CPRE Cornwail




