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Tel: (01-326) 290 629
E-mail: Hyltonhall@aol.com
4th June 2009
FAO - Mr B Ross, 
Chief Executive, 
Duchy of Cornwall, 
10 Buckingham Gate, 
London. SW1 6LA
Dear Mr Ross,

ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE TO THE HELFORD RIVER
I am writing to bring to your attention our concern over continuing and persistent damage to the Helford River and its shoreline.  As the competent authority for environmental matters in the Helford, I am sure that the Duchy of Cornwall appreciates that the river is protected as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and that it is designated as both a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

The latest development within the river is the introduction of oyster cages between The Voose Cardinal Mark and The Narrows.  It would appear that these cages have been positioned in the river without any formal request for permission or consideration for navigational safety or the views of other interests; i.e. residents and tourism.  This annexation of the river for commercial activities does not bode well for the preservation of this delightful river, which could so easily degenerate into an over-developed waterway.  The mess that currently afflicts Porth Navas Quay is an indication of how the river and its surroundings could suffer and in no time at all.
EU regulations relating to SACs require a competent authority to undertake an environmental assessment before any development takes place, in order to conclusively prove that any proposed development in and around the river will not place the immediate environment at risk.  As the Helford River falls under the jurisdiction of the Duchy of Cornwall, then the competent authority must be the Duchy of Cornwall, and I ask that such an assessment is undertaken without delay to consider whether the oyster farm development does in fact threaten the immediate environment.  If the Duchy of Cornwall considers that it is not a competent authority, then it must take steps to ensure that a competent authority does undertake an environmental assessment and that the conclusions are made public.
There are other issues that are affecting the Helford River that could damage its environment.  The area around Gweek resembles an industrial sprawl; the discarded rubbish at Anna Maria Creek is a disgrace; and the possibility of a new jetty and access road at Helford risks ruining an unspoilt riverside village.  All these issues need to be addressed, and as the Duchy of Cornwall is the responsible landowner I would suggest that it takes steps now to halt and then reverse the calamitous erosion of the beauty of this river.
All these issues need to be resolved, particularly in view of the AONB, SSSI and SAC designations that apply to the Helford River.  I shall be pleased to hear from you regarding the issues mentioned above, and I will welcome constructive proposals to ensure that the river does not suffer environmental damage - both physically and visually.
Yours sincerely,

J A Hilton

Chairman

CPRE Cornwall website: www.cprecornwall.org.uk

