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Mr S McLennan
MET

Area 6A

3-8 Whitehall Place
London SW1A 2HH

Dear Mr McLennan,
Oyster Cages in the Helford River, Cornwall: DC8593

I have had sight of the advertisement applying to place Oyster Cages in the Helford
River. I consider that these Cages may well be a hazard to navigation under the Coast
Protection Act (1949) and therefore I oppose any such activity pending further
investigation.

The MFA is responsible for applying the CPA. It also has a general duty to protect the
environment. The Helford River is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). It is a duty
on anyone wishing to place items on the river bed to carry out a full Environmental
Assessment beforehand. I am not aware that such an appropriate Assessment has
been carried out which meets the legal requirements for these Cages ? Perhaps you
have been provided with such an Assessment, as you consider the application ?

If you have been provided with such a valid Environmental Assessment, |
request a copy, under the FOIA/EIR.

In considering the application I request that you take into account the following
documents, all of which are in the possession of the MFA:

a. My email to Mr Winborn of 19 November 2008.

b. Letter from Mr Lewis, solicitor for RYA, to the MFA regarding potential
hazards to navigation from the Oyster Cages.

¢. My substantive letter to Mr Winborn of 11" March 2009 regarding the
Oyster Cages.

d. The email of 13 March 2009 from the Oyster Unit tenant to Mr Williams of
the HRA ( on which you were copied). In this email the Oyster Unit tenant
states that “ The (40) cages will remain on site irrespective of the outcome of
the application for Coastal Protection Act consent and irrespective of delays
to that process. . Is this the normal manner in which the MFA processes
applications under the CPA ? Has anyone from the MFA visited the location
to establish what is happening there ?
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e. Guidance Notes effective 1/4/07 * The Control of Marine Works
Dredging/Disposal at Sea and approval of Oil Dispersants.’ This document
was kindly provided to me by the MFA.

Regarding these ‘Guidance Notes’ I would refer you to:

i) The requirement for any work on the river bed within an SAC to meet the
requirements of the Conservation (Natural Habitats s &c.) Regulations
1994 .

i) Consultations on the Application , by the MCEU (3.4, 3.5) with other
Parties

iii) Penalties and Remedial Action (3.10,3.11,3.12).

In considering the application for Oyster Cages, I request that the MFA complies fully
with the procedures laid down in its own Guidance Notes.

Yours sincerely,
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