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Helford threnody

Sir, How sad to see'the archive
photograph (Register, Oct 23)-of .
local Cornishmen grading oysters at
Porth Navas in 1949 (I recognise the
faces and recall names from my
childhood).

Today, the native oyster — the
once famous Helford oyster — has
-virtuatly disappeared along with the
local employees. The oyster.“farm” i$
now heavily subsidised with -
taxpayers’ money. Its activities
primarily involve the distribution and
grading of imported oysters — more
akin to an industrial process. -

Consequences include damage to a
Site of Special Scientific Interest in
the Helford River and the
degradation of the once pristine
Grade 11 listed quay at Porth Navas.
All this is happening in a designated
Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty.

The environment of the Helford
River, beloved by generations of
residents, fishermen, visitors, yacht
owners, artists and walkers is being
damaged in the interests of
commerce. ,
MICHAEL BRUTON
Falmouth, Cornwall
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